
Easter Blessing
Under Kurt Friesen’s leadership, Mobile 
Outreach efforts to support and 
encourage the families at Esquimalt 
Nation resulted in two amazing 
opportunities. Our team prepared and 
delivered Easter care packages to every 
home with a child or youth - 72 young 
people in total! We were able to witness 
the youth’s excitement on doorsteps. It 
was a huge blessings for us to be 
invited at Easter and to also to be 
invited to participate in their spring 
break camp.

Partner’s Voice:
Written by Joanne Stewart
Years ago, a friend with a passion for 
reaching youth with the message of 
Jesus decided to join YFC Victoria. And 
then he announced that he was going to 
remodel an old bus to serve as a 
portable youth centre. He did not know 
how to drive a bus. He did not have any 
mechanical skills. It just did not sound 
like a great idea. Or at least an idea that 
would work for very long. But he and 
others had a vision, and so in 1996 the 
ministry began. There have been 
setbacks to the ministry over the years:  
lots of mechanical difficulties; times 
when the bus was out of commission; 

times when communities did 
not want Jesus-people 
spending time with their 
children; and struggles with 
finances. Oh, and then there 
was that pandemic.  But God 
has been faithful, as have the 
bus teams and volunteers, 
and the ministry carries on. 
Youth are able to come to a 
space that is welcoming, fun, 
and safe.  They are able to 
hear about Jesus without 
pressure or manipulation and 
ask faith questions in a non-
judgmental environment.  
As a long term supporter of 
Rick Wismer and the YFC 
Victoria Mobile Outreach 
program, I have seen a shift in 

how God has used this project over the 
years. I appreciate the respectful work 
carried out with indigenous youth, the 
ministry’s collaboration with the elders 
and community leaders in the 
communities served, and willingness to 
be open to change in response to local 

needs and desires. Well done, Blue 
Bus. Thank you Rick for allowing me to 
partner with you and your team over the 
past 25 years!

Wanted: 

I was hanging out with two youth who 
moved to Victoria from Quw’utsun 
(Cowichan Tribes). I noticed that they 
lived close to the Galloping Goose trail 
so I asked them if they would be 
interested in going biking. The younger 
of the two, Joel, was very keen and his 
older brother, Brayden, was interested 
but a little more cautious. Later that day, 
their mom, Jeanna, texted me to ask if 
her youngest son Jayden could come 
join us as well. It occurred to me that 
while we are not able to regularly see 
youth in their communities where we 
usually run our program, we could meet 
with indigenous youth who live off 
reserve. According to the Victoria Native 
Friendship Centre there is an estimated 
20,000 indigenous people living off 
reserve in the Greater Victoria area. 
We went to look at new bikes and 
learned that, believe it or not, they are 
very hard to find. So now we are looking 
for preowned bikes in very good 
condition. They need to be suitable for 
youth ages 8 to 16. If you have such a 
bike, please contact Kurt Friesen at 
250-686-5962 or kurt@yfcvictoria.com.

Sabbatical
I will be on sabbatical from May 1 to the 
end of July. I will be seeking the Lord as 
I rest, read and enjoy the outdoors 
backpacking and camping. I am also 
exploring doing a guided retreat at the 
Honeymoon Bay Retreat Centre and 
possibly taking a course. All programs 
will continue.

Volunteer Opportunities
Since speaking at churches and other 
groups is not possible, we have 
developed a short video (3 minutes) for 
groups to include in their virtual 
services. For more information about 
our video and volunteer opportunities, 
contact Kurt Friesen 250-686-5962.
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Volunteer’s Voice:
Written by Faith Brown

The Mobile Outreach Program is a pillar 
and beacon of light in our community.  
When I first learned of this program, I 
knew that I had to be a part of it. Having 
the ability to teach children about God 
and everything that can be 
accomplished through Him is the 
opportunity of a lifetime. I continue to 
volunteer because God has had a 
significant impact on my life, especially 
throughout my childhood, and I believe 
that He is at work within these 
communities. 

When I was nine, my nana was 
diagnosed with stage-four pancreatic 
cancer. She was the light of my life and 
one of my greatest role models. The 
diagnosis was devastating and 
incredibly difficult for me and my family.  
I had grown up attending church, 
however, I did not truly understand God 
until my nana got sick. I was nine when I 
made the conscious decision to trust 
and give my life to God. I remember my 
dad was reading the Bible to me, Luke 
8:43-48. It was the story of a sick 
woman who was healed when she 
touched Jesus’ robe. Upon hearing that 
story, I had an epiphany and I remember 
looking at my dad and saying, “Nana 
needs to touch Jesus’ robe.” My nana 
passed peacefully into the arms of 
Jesus in February 2012 and I know that 
he took her pain away. Since then I 
have felt, seen, and heard God 
constantly throughout my life. I draw 
strength from my faith and it has 

established the guidelines for how I 
live my life. 

I began volunteering with the 
Mobile Outreach Program on the 
Tsawout First Nations Reserve in 
January 2020. Sharing my faith and 
God’s word with these children has 
been an amazing experience. 
Children need God’s light and I 
believe that the Mobile Outreach 
Program does a fantastic job of 
sharing the gospel. The Covid-19 
Pandemic has been a difficult 
situation, leaving many people 
struggling. However, the program 
has forged ahead and adapted to 
an online format. It was a truly 
amazing feeling for me when 
children continued to attend, 
despite the significant change. It is 
a true testament to the impact that 
Mobile Outreach has on these 
communities.

Working with the Mobile Outreach 
Program has been a life-changing 
and unforgettable experience. I see 
the light of God in each child that walks 
onto the Blue Bus. This program not 
only spreads God’s word, but also 
focuses on healing what has been 
broken in the past between two 
communities. I continue to volunteer 
because I believe that through God the 
damage that was done in the past 
can be repaired and these children 
will fully learn and understand his 
name. 

Prayer

Rick Wismer
• Rest, refreshment and vision as 

he seeks the Lord while on 
sabbatical

Kurt Friesen 
• Successful completion of his 

YFC Canada training
• Class 2 Driver training and road 

test is on April 29th.

Volunteers: We especially need 
volunteers at Esquimalt Nation. Our 
only volunteer, Francis Bezemer 
(who helped for years and bought 
all the Easter care package 
contents), recently returned to the 
Netherlands.

Communication
My next prayer letter will be in August. 
For program related questions contact 
Kurt Friesen kurt@yfcvictoria.com and 
for donation related questions contact 
the YFC Victoria office at 250-383-3182 
finance@yfcvictoria.com. 

h

Faith Brown

Esquimalt youth receiving Easter care packages

“We have this hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure.” 

Hebrews 6:19a NIV

hope

lost in the woods fog-shrouded
stumbling over underbrush - cuts and tears
through wild waters and boulders
fleeing memories of passed suffering
he searches for hope
a trail and bridge to home
fog lifts - sun shines upon
a chrysalis, a sprouting acorn
struggling to become its destiny
a robin’s breast swells with song
at newness of spring
hope see - he steps out of the fog
onto the path and bridge to home

by Mary Lynn Zandee
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