
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Bringing hope to every young person.”                  November 2020 

 

From the Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Golf Sponsors! 
Once again, our golf tournament turned out to be a wonderful success! This year we went virtual and we were so thrilled 

to see many people and businesses support us still through this online effort. We had a number of hole sponsors, as well as 

the faithful businesses and people who continue to support our organization. We’ve listed them below to honor their 

generosity towards YFC and ask that when you consider services and businesses to work with, that you first look to these 

fine people to help you out: 

 
 

Eagle Sponsors: KeyCorp Consulting, Trimount Developments, Verity Construction 
 

Birdie Sponsors: Bald Eagle Landscaping, Canadian Tire – Langford & 

View Royal, Don Mann Excavating, Noorgard Kratofil – Grant Kratofil,  

Odlum Brown – Brad Dovey, Parkway Dental 

Par Sponsors: Atlas Audio Visual, Harbour City Kitchens, Hatley Dental, Island Motor Sports,                       

Raymond James - Frank Arnold, Weir Design & Engineering 

Christmas is coming! 
  
As I get older, so many things change – my body hurts much more after playing sports, things are significantly blurrier 
without my glasses, time seems to speed up, and my temperament rivals that of the two old muppets in the balcony         
(… and I make jokes that only older people understand).  Thankfully, at the same time, I have a ton of comfort in the things 
that remain the same.  Christmas is coming and there’s nothing we can do to stop it! 
  
As everyone in the world has noted, this year has been remarkably different.  The upheaval to people’s lives has been so 
varied in experience.  For many of the young people we work with, their needs have increased as they’ve tried to navigate 
new systems, schedules and methods of communication and education.  
  
The impact on the ministry of Youth for Christ here on the Island has also been significant.  We have had to navigate 
changes in settings, methods and schedules while having some areas cancelled altogether.  However, I can say with 
complete confidence that what hasn’t changed is the incredible work of our staff in meeting with young people personally 
and sharing the hope and love that can be found only in Jesus. 
  
I love the end of the year because we can look back and realize that there are those who have met Jesus that didn’t know 
Him last Christmas.  I love it because there are those that have been set free that were bound up last year.  I love it 
because, although the passage of time doesn’t change, those who have come in contact with Jesus will never be the same! 
 

         Lindsay Hodges 

Executive Director 

 

 

 



   Campus Life - Claudio Arancibia & Victoria Blenkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Outreach - Rick Wismer & Kurt Friesen 
 

 
Sarah is a 15-year old youth from Tseycum First Nation, and happens to be one of 
our most committed youth during the pandemic. Sarah and her family have been 
going through a very tough time. During this difficult season for her, Sarah and her 
brother Shane have found the Blue Bus to be a safe place to be on Tuesdays. Almost 
every week at 3:30 sharp, the leaders and I would hear Sarah’s giggle before she 
turned her zoom camera on. She has been very keen to read scripture for our Bible 
stories and always remembers so much.  We’ve really begun to see the Lord working 
on her heart. We recently had our Christmas party at Tseycum First Nation. Of course 
Sarah was the first to volunteer to read a part of  the Christmas story. She stood in 
the Tseycum Portable surrounded by her peers and Blue Bus leaders and when she 
started reading Luke 2:20, I got goosebumps. “The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had  had been told.” Seeing a youth proclaiming the incredible good news of the coming Christ to Tseycum First Nation was 
powerful. This year, there have been many reasons for us to glorify God for all the things we have seen and heard through 
Him. Thank you for your prayers and support to make the Blue Bus a special and uplifting place for Sarah and others who 
are being impacted by the Good News!  

 

From Victoria: I am so glad to have joined the YFC staff team and very excited to work with Claudio 
and Campus Life. Part of my ministry is connecting with the girls in the youth group.  One of the 
girls, “L”, has recently been through a lot.  Before I started, L consistently went to youth group but 
fell in with a bad crowd. There were a few months when Claudio hadn't heard from her and didn't 
know where she was, so this caused great concern. So, we prayed for her safety and wellbeing and 
looked to the Lord to continue to be at work in her life. Amazingly, a few weeks ago, she showed 
up at the office and she shared that she had been in rehab for a few months. We instantly bonded, 
and I have been keeping in constant touch with her since over phone calls and coffee times, 
hearing her heart and her struggles. She has Christ in her heart, as she had accepted Him a few 
years ago, and she knows the right way to live, but she is struggling with letting go of her 
addictions and letting Him be her only source of strength and security.  So, we continue to pray for 
her and we know God has a great plan for her which has already been put in motion.  I see Him 
work in her constantly as she still comes to youth and runs to us when she has a problem.  I look 
forward to continuing to be her support and, most importantly, her friend as she navigates this 
new course in her life.  We would appreciate your prayers as we seek to follow the Lord together. 
 

 

 

Open Arms Ministry had the opportunity this year to walk alongside a 15-year-old boy who was 
struggling with mental health issues and an unstable home life. When we first met Sam (name 
has been changed), he was angry and had no direction. He had very little support and often 
resorted to self-harm when he could not handle a situation. This eventually led to Sam being 
arrested for his own protection, and the break-down of his relationship with his girlfriend, 
leaving him homeless. Jeremy and I sat down with him and helped him figure out the next 
steps. We reached out to Sam's dad, who saw a lot of himself in his son. He told us that he was 
exactly like this at 15, and he was confident he could support his son through this. God took 
chaos and brought order. He took all of the anxiety in the situation and calmed the storm. 

We were able to walk with Sam right through the airport, until we were able to hand him off to his father, who took him 
home up north. Sam will get to decompress, have a change of scenery, and begin to work through his emotions alongside his 
father, who understands him and what he is going through. We also were able to support Sam's girlfriend and her family by 
offering help, prayer and sharing the gospel through this journey. It takes a community to raise these kids. Thank you for 
joining the fight for their precious lives. 
 

Open Arms - Jeremy Fast & Jessica Nelson 
 

Sarah holding the gift card she just won 
for her amazing attendance record 



 

YFC Nanaimo – Paul, Francisco, Richard and Janique 
 

2020, being an incredibly unpredictable year, has seen the shut down of many ministries due to our not-so-friendly Covid-
19.  Some of these ministries included the breakfast clubs and sports clubs at the public schools we served in.  God is not 
bound by our human frailty and works in spite of or with these circumstances.  He sees fit to bring us new ministry 
opportunities, often much more meaningful than the ones we lost.  A case in point is our new relationship with Tsawalk 
school, who now comes to the farm every Monday!  The additional beauty is that they are on our premises, which allows us 
to share our faith in  to share the Word of God with them!  This is such an amazing change from 
the schools where we were not allowed to do this.  Oh, I so prayed for 
this…. Our desire has always been to be more than just a social service 
organization and God has opened new doors as we’ve seen that prayer is 
powerful enough to move mountains. We have also been excited to see 
many people healed, coming to the Lord and being discipled as people go 
out to do evangelism on the streets of Nanaimo. God is moving in a 
powerful way and raising up a generation of warriors for the Kingdom! 
Thank you for your prayers that undergird all that we do in seeing the 
Spirit move in such amazing ways. 
 
 

 

Global Impact – Dave Peacock 

 

What an answer to prayer! Just last week we packed a container full of goods destined for YFC 
Burundi, an answer to three years of prayer! In 2017, I met the National Director of YFC in 
Burundi, a tiny country in the middle of Africa. We have kept in touch and dreamed of the 
possibility of seeing a container filled with things to help support the work they are doing in 
this country, the 3rd poorest in the world. As I helped get items ready and then helped pack the 
container, I couldn’t stop lifting up praise to the Lord as I thought about how significant an 
impact it would have on their work. Items like a piano, two big kettle drums and other musical 
instruments for their schools, tons of educational supplies like books and school supplies, 
medical items for their health centre, 23 bikes, clothing and blankets for the kids in their  

orphanages, and 10 pallets of dried soup mix to help feed the hundreds of kids they serve every week. As well, we were 
thrilled to send them many different tools, sewing machines and fabric, a drafting table, salon chairs and garden tools for 
the skill development centre they will begin with this help in 2021. All this so they can continue to share the Good News and 
bring hope to many young people and families who desperately need it. Praise the Lord for bringing this together!   

The Community Youth – Cam Aitken 

 

In Esquimalt in 2020, we’ve watched an amazing God so obviously watch over and 
provide for certain youth. One youth, who is new to our group this year, moved 
provinces just three days before the beginning of school and didn’t know a single 
person in Esquimalt. They just ‘happened’ to move into the same apartment 
building as another youth who regularly attends our youth nights. So, the first 
week of school, this new youth attends youth group and gets connected with the 
breakfast program. It also 'turns out' that the building this youth lives in is 
extremely close to the youth office so, the second week of school, this youth 
begins dropping by the youth office regularly. It also just so 'happens' that we 
were starting up a discipleship group two weeks after that, and this youth was very 

interested in being a part of that. So, in just one month, God paved the way for this youth to go from knowing no one and 
having no connections, to being regularly involved in breakfast program, youth group, youth office drop-ins, and discipleship 
group. God is drawing this youth to Himself and is even using other youth who are not believers to accidentally disciple her. 
In fact, an interesting conversation happened during a drop-in time at the youth office where this new youth claimed to be a 
Christian because they had been baptized as a baby and another youth--who is not even a Christian--told them that it's not 
about rituals when you were a baby, but about what you believe. I have to laugh sometimes as it is amazing to see youth 
accidentally discipling each other! God is watching over the youth of Esquimalt and drawing them to Himself. 



Our Partnership with Ecuador 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thankfulness & Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Board and staff of Youth for Christ Victoria, we wish you a 

wonderful Christmas season and many blessings for the New Year! 

 

Youth for Christ Victoria 112 – 2244 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC V9B 1X1 

(250)383-3182 info@yfcvictoria.com www.yfcvictoria.com 

This past year our partnership continued to develop, but it looked different than we 
thought. A planned trip for some of our staff was cancelled, and a planned internship 
here for one of the volunteers from Ecuador was not able to materialize. But God 
continued to work, and helped us to keep connected and getting to know one 
another. Ecuador was hit hard in the first phase of Covid, especially in the coastal city 
of Guayaquil. It was sobering hearing from Abner about how many people were 
dying, and that there were mass graves because they couldn’t keep up. With heavy 
lockdown measures in place, Abner & Aimee prayed about how they could still have 
an impact, and as things eased some they began to invite kids in their close 
neighbourhood to gather each morning and do activities together. They had great 
success in connecting with kids who were stuck at home, and have built relationships 

It’s been such an amazing year when we look back and see that during the pandemic we’ve had the capacity to hire 3 
more staff to work with our at-risk youth.  We’re so blessed to hear the stories of how they are connecting with the youth 
in their different environments.  It turns out you don’t have to be a plexiglass company to have grown over the past 6 
months!  
  
Please know that as one of our prayer and financial partners who support our staff, we are so grateful for all you have 
sacrificed in the work of Youth for Christ.  There is no way we could do this without you and I’m confident that as we move 
forward together into 2021, we will see more and more young people ministered to by Jesus. 
  
As we look forward into the new year, we are still looking to add a support staff member or two.  We are continuing to 
look for an office administrator/manager to help strengthen the work that our staff are doing in the field. 
  
Would you be willing to consider investing financially towards an administrative position that would enhance our 
growing impact among the youth? 
  
If you haven’t joined our team, we would ask that you pray and consider coming on as a monthly partner with us, 
increasing your current commitment, or giving a year end gift to make this happen. If you are willing and able to respond, 
please go to https://www.yfcvictoria.com/donate  where you can begin that process. 
  
Alternatively, I (Lindsay) would love to have a conversation with you and share some of the stories you may not have 
heard yet and how you can join our incredible support team.  Please contact us through our office if you have any 
questions about how you can get involved.  Thank you so much for prayerfully considering this request! 
 

with families that will continue to grow. Due to some fundraising efforts, we were also able to send along some significant 
funds to the Guayaquil area so that care packages of food and hygiene items could be handed out to families they were 
coming alongside. So despite these very difficult situations, some great opportunities came! We praise the Lord for this 
and look forward to the continuing story as they reach out to those around them with the love of Christ.     
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